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PSY 659: Current Directions in Evolutionary Psychology:

Sexual Conflict
Winter 2017
Instructor








Dr. Todd K. Shackelford







Office: Pryale 112



 



Office hours: By appointment
 

E-mail: shackelf@oakland.edu
Office phone: 248-370-2285

 

Web: www.ToddKShackelford.com 



Course Meeting Time and Location
Mondays, 1:00-4:20pm, Pryale 130


Course Description
Overview of historical and modern research and theory addressing one or more current directions in evolutionary psychological science. Key concepts, issues, and areas of research will be introduced. The focus of the current course will be on sexual conflict.
Required Texts
1. Dawkins, R. (2006 reissue/1986). The blind watchmaker. New York: W.W. Norton. Paperback ISBN-13: 978-0393315707.
2. Schilthuizen, M. (2015). Nature’s nether regions. New York: Penguin. Paperback ISBN-13: 978-0143127062.
3. Baker, R. (2006 reissue/1996). Sperm wars. New York: Thunder’s Mouth Press. Paperback ISBN-13: 978-1560258483.

*Other readings assigned in class.

Course Requirements
Class discussion will focus on readings assigned for each class meeting. Students are expected to have read the material prior to the class meeting and to be prepared to discuss and critically evaluate the material.
First, in consultation with the instructor, students will prepare a review paper and associated research proposal designed to investigate an unresolved issue addressing sexual conflict in humans. Second, students will deliver TWO informal presentations that introduces the topics covered by the readings assigned for TWO class sessions, and will help to guide the discussion for those class sessions. Third, students will turn a one-page, single-spaced, typed brief reaction paper at the beginning of each class session. These brief reactions should address the reading assigned for that class session. Finally, students will complete a take-home final exam covering the material presented in readings and in class discussion. 

Grades will be assigned according to the following weighted criteria:

Review paper/research proposal

25%

Presentation/discussion


25%
Brief reactions



25%
Take-home final exam


25%

Detailed Class Schedule and Topical Outline

Date

Topic





Reading





Jan 9

Introduction to course; discussion sign-up

None

Jan 16 

MLK Day (No classes)



None
Jan 23

The blind watchmaker, part 1


Dawkins: Preface, chap. 1-3
Jan 30

The blind watchmaker, part 2


Dawkins: chap. 4-6
Feb 6

The blind watchmaker, part 3


Dawkins: chap. 7-8
Feb 13

The blind watchmaker, part 4


Dawkins: 9-11
Feb 20

Winter Recess (No class)



None
Feb 27

Nature’s nether regions, part 1


Schilthuizen: Prelims, chap. 1-2
March 6

Nature’s nether regions, part 2


Schilthuizen: chap. 3-5
March 13
Nature’s nether regions, part 3


Schilthuizen: chap. 6-7 
March 20
Nature’s nether regions, part 4


Schilthuizen: chap. 8-9
March 27
Sperm wars, part 1



Baker: Preface, Intro, chap. 1-5
April 3

Sperm wars, part 2



Baker: chap. 5-7
April 10

Sperm wars, part 3



Baker: chap. 8-9
April 17

Sperm wars, part 4



Baker: chap. 10-11
*Review/research proposal due
*Take-home exam distributed, due via email by 5pm, Apr 24
